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BIS has indicated that the hold policy applies to new license applications only; existing
licenses remain valid and use of license exceptions is not impacted at this time. See more
here. DDTC has not yet publically confirmed whether the hold would apply to active licenses
that it has already approved or whether it would prevent an exporter using exceptions or
exclusions that may otherwise have applied to exports to Russia. However, we have learned
through our sources that the DDTC hold policy would not impact existing licenses — to
confirm, companies should contact the Office of Defense Trade Controls Licensing for
confirmation. Moreover, we have been advised that DDTC and BIS will be issuing guidance in
the coming days.

Together, DDTC and BIS have jurisdiction over items as seemingly basic as paraffin wax, on one
end of the spectrum, and military helicopters and missiles at the other end. The hold policy
implemented by BIS and DDTC could significantly impact companies with pending
applications to export dual-use items, defense articles or defense services to Russia, as well as
companies that may have made business decisions or entered into contracts based on an

expectation of supply from the United States.

For the U.S. Department of Commerce BIS notice, please click here. To see the U.S.
Department of State DDTC notice, please click here. For more information on the sanctions

put in place in connection with the situation in Ukraine, see here.

AKin 1


https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/wynn-h-segall
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/nnedinma-c-ifudu-nweke
http://www.law360.com/internationaltrade/articles/522091/us-suspends-licensing-of-controlled-exports-to-russia
http://www.bis.doc.gov/
http://www.akingump.com/en/experience/practices/corporate/ag-deal-diary/sanctions-relating-to-situation-in-ukraine-an-overview-of-recent.html

Categories

Policy & Regulation

© 2025 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. All rights reserved. Attorney advertising. This document is
distributed for informational use only; it does not constitute legal advice and should not be used as such.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Akin is the practicing name of Akin Gump LLP, a New
York limited liability partnership authorized and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under
number 267321. A list of the partners is available for inspection at Eighth Floor, Ten Bishops Square,
London E1 6EG. For more information about Akin Gump LLP, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and
other associated entities under which the Akin Gump network operates worldwide, please see our Legal

Notices page.

AKin


https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/ag-deal-diary?bc=1012568

